Skill - Reading Comprehension Name

Late Birthday

Story By: Andrew Frinkle

It was Erin’s birthday, but it didn’t feel like it. Every other year,
Dad took off work so he could go somewhere and do something with
her and mom. This year, he couldn’t. “Things are too busy at work.”
He’d said, and while that made sense, it didn’t make it feel any better.

Mom tried to cheer her up. They baked banana bread cupcakes
together, frosting them with cream cheese frosting. They were really

good, and she even got to put some candles in them to blow out. Even
so, it wasn’t the same.

Then there were the presents or lack of them. She’d already gotten stuff from Grandma
and Grandpa two weeks ago, so there was nothing to open there. Mom and Dad’s gifts had
already been bought, too, so there weren’t any surprises. It was sort of sad, although there
was some cash from random family members that she could use for something she wanted.

Dad got home late on that Thursday night, and they ate a quick dinner. It was chicken
parmesan over pasta and red sauce. It was good, one of her favorites, but it just didn’t hit the
spot. More cupcakes didn’t do the trick, either. They watched a movie then, one she’d wanted
to see, but it just made her want to cry.

Dad hugged her and went to bed early, because he had a long day at work the next day.
He’d be gone all day and not return home until she was already asleep. She wouldn’t see him
once. How sad.

That Friday was hard to get through. Her birthday was over, it’d been horribly
uneventful, and Dad was nowhere to be seen. How boring. She went to bed early, hoping the
weekend would be better, and it WAS!

When she woke up on Saturday, there was a string of foil
helium balloons around her bed. A small gift box and a card that

L [

read, “I’'m Sorry — Dad” waited for her. She opened it and found a
cute little necklace, just like one that mom had — now they’d match.
That day, Dad took her out to lunch and followed her around
dutifully as she shopped with her birthday money.

It’d started out to be a horrible birthday, but it’d ended up great, even if it had been a
late birthday. Sometimes, it’s not the day, but the events themselves that matter.
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Late Birthday

Story By: Andrew Frinkle
Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

1. What day is Erin’s ACTUAL birthday this year?
A. Thursday
B. Friday
C. Saturday
D. Sunday

2. What day does Erin actually get to do fun stuff with her dad?
A. Thursday
B. Friday
C. Saturday
D. Sunday

3. Why can’t Dad take the day off of work this year for her birthday?
A. He’s tired of doing it.
B. She’s too old now.
C. He’s too busy.
D. She misbehaved.

4. Why can’t they just celebrate on Friday instead?
A. Dad has to work ALL day.
B. Dad has a golf match.
C. Dadis too tired.
D. Dad is sick.

5. In the end, how does Erin feel about her late birthday?
A. She is okay with it, but wishes it’d been on time.
B. She had a great time, and the events were more important that the date.
C. She is very angry with her parents.
D. Sheis sad and depressed.
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