Skill - Reading Comprehension Name

Planting the Garden

Story By: Andrew Frinkle

Sherry was going to plant the garden with her
grandmother. Her grandfather had tilled the garden with a
rototiller, which was sort of like a giant kitchen mixer that was
used in dirt. Now it was her turn to help grandmother get the
garden set up and planted. They had a whole bunch of tools

ready to use!

First they used a hoe. It was sort of like a square shovel blade on a long handle. It
cut the dirt and turned it over. It was good to mix the dirt, because it helped things
grow. Then they used a rake to smooth out the dirt. It also helped push the dirt into long
rows for planting, which made it look like a mole had dug through the garden.

They had a spade, which looked like a small shovel. It was good for putting seeds
into the ground. Just sprinkle a couple seeds, and then twist your spade and bury the
seeds just a little bit under the ground to grow. The spade was pretty useful for making
long furrows in the dirt, too. These small trenches were where they would plant corn
and other seeds, and then cover the seeds with the rake again.

The claws were a small garden rake. They were good for breaking chunks of dirt,
covering furrowed grooves in the ground, and raking up weeds. After all that, they
needed the watering can, so they could sprinkle water on the seeds.

For the next few weeks, they’d watch carefully. They
would have to pull lots of weeds. They would have to thin out
plants if too many came up in the same area. Overcrowded
plants didn’t do well, because there was not enough water and
sunlight. They would have to carefully water the plants, too.
Not enough water killed plants just as surely as too much

water did. With any luck, just a few months down the road,
they’d have a great harvest!
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Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

1. What is Sherry doing?
A. putting in a fence
B. planting a garden
C. cutting wood
D. harvesting vegetables

2. Who got the garden area ready for them to plant?
A. mom
B. dad
C. grandmother
D. grandfather

3. After grandfather tills the garden area, which tool do they use first?
A. a hoe
B. arake
C. a watering can
D. aspade

4. Which of these is NOT one of the things they have to do after planting?
A. pulling weeds
B. putting up fences
C. watering the plants
D. thinning out overcrowded plants

5. Which tool did they NOT use?
A. a hoe
B. arake
C. ashovel
D. aspade
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