Skill — Recding Comprehension Name:

What's Wild About African Wild Dogs?

By: Catherine Clarke Fox

What's the difference between African wild dogs and the dogs we know as pe+s?
For one H'\ing, African wild dogs, which live in Africa, south of the Schara desert, on|y have

four toes, while domestic dogs and wolves have
five. But you wouldnt want to count for

yoursehf, because these are +ru|y wild animals.

Wild dogs are not somebody's domestic dogs
that ran away and didn't come back, loough

some Peop|e used to think that” exp|oins Dr.
"Tico” McNutt, who studies these animals ot

Wild Dog Research Comp in the African [ wabr e
oounJrr‘y of Botswana. "They are ochuc”y Africa’s wolf, ondjusjr ke wolves, Jrhey do not maoke

9ood peJrS. They need to be out in the wild doing what Jrhey are supposed to be doin9 - ronging
rmany miles every doy and |'1un+ing to find the food Hwey need to survive and feed pups."

In fact, H'\ey travel so far that researchers use radio collars to keep track of them. The
collars send out radio signc1|s that tell Peop|e where the dogs are. African wild dogs are a
seporo+e species from domestic dogs: Lyccon pic+us, which means Poin+ed, wolf-like animal.

No two wild dogs have the same PoHem to their coats, so it is easy to tell them opor+.

F\)ooming Jrhrough 9ross|onds, savannas, and wooded areas, H'\ey hunt goze”es and other
on+e|opes, boby wildebeests, woerogs, birds, and rats. Incredible hunters, H\ey can run up to
35 miles per hour (56 kilometers per hour‘).
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African wild dogs are smart and sociable, like Pe+ dogs. They erjoy each others cornpany and
live in pocks of about six fo 20 animals. Both males and females look out for young dogs and
make sure H‘uey have food. Dr. McNutt was surprised to learn that Hwey like pUpS so much,
Jrhey will even take care of orphons that don't belonc_:j to them.

African wild dogs talk o each other with two common erpes of calls, says Dr. McNutt. "The

hoo' call is a call that H‘uey make when lost or when a Pock member is missing. [t sounds

almost like an owl.” The dogs can hear the call two or three miles away and eosily find each

other.

On 'H'\e oﬂwer‘ hOﬂd, S(J)/S Dr. MCNUH, The 'I'WIH'eI" CO”S are in+ended 'I'O CCII'T‘)l Oﬂl)l ver‘y Sl’\OI"'I'

distances, and are used o wake up the pock members and ro“y them to 9o hunﬁng. They are
very high PiJrched and sound almost like songbird calls.”

There's one huge dif ference between domestic or peJr dogs and African wild dogs. Millions of

domestic dogs live on the plone+, but there are probobly fewer than 6,000 African wild dogs
left.

Lions and hyenos eat them, but most of all, African wild dogs are threatened by people.
Humans hunt them, and ranchers and farmers who don't want them 9oin9 after cows and

sheep Poison them. Humans are also des+roying the wild, natural habitat Hwey need fo survive.

Researchers like Dr. McNutt are working fo help People understand how rare and speciol
these animals are. Todoy more ranchers are ﬂnding other ways to Pro+ec+ their cows and

sheep from African wild dogs instead of |<i“in9 the rare and specio| animals.
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Read the eror)/. Use the information in the erory to answer the oEJeerions below.

. In the sentence, "Wild dogs are not somebody's domestic dogs that ran away and didn't

come bOCI(," Wl"IO+ does H"le Word, "domesjric" meon?
A. Wild
B. Circus
C. Home
D. Hot

2. HOW dO r‘eseorcher‘s keep +FOCI< O{ |"iOW {OI" WI'CJ CJOgS +FOV6|?
A. They hunt them
B. They use radio collars
@ They use infrared 9099|es

) T|’1e>/ live with them

3 "Lycoon Pic’rus" is the scientific name for the African wild dog, which means:
A. The spotted bearded lady
B. The queen of the hunt
C. Painted, wolf-like animal

D. The queen }houghjr the princess looked tired

4. What is the purpose of the twitter call?
A. To wake up the Pock to 9 hunﬂng
B. To chat online with 40 characters or less

C. When Hwey are lost or a dog IS missin9
B} Someﬂwing bad is about to hoppen

5. Other than lions and hyenos, what is the biggeer threat to African wild dogs?
A. Starvation
B. Not 9e++in9 enou9|'1 s|eep
C Tigers, Leopords, and Wolves
D. Humans and habitat destruction
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ANSWER KEY

Read the erory. Use the information in the erory to answer the qt(Jeerions below.
. In the sentence, "Wild dogs are not somebody's domestic dogs that ran away and didn't

come bOCI(," W|'10+ does Hwe Word, "domesjric" meon?
A. Wild
B. Circus
C. Home
D. Hot

2. HOW dO r‘eseor‘cher‘s keep +FOCI< O‘F |'\OW {OI" Wlld dOgS +I"OVel?
A. They hunt them
B. They use radio collars

C. They use infrared 9099|es
D They live with them

3 "Lycoon Picjrus" is the scientific name for the African wild dog which means:
A. The spotted bearded lady
B. The queen of the hunt
C. Painted, wolf-like animal
D. The queen thought the princess looked tired

4. What is the purpose of the twitter call?

A. To wake up the Pack to 9 |'1un+in9
B. To chat online with 40 characters or less

C. When Hwey are lost or a dog IS missing
D. Someﬂwing bad is about to hoppen

5. Other than lions and hyenos, what is the biggeer threat to African wild dogs?
A. Starvation
B. Not 9e++ing enough s|eep
Ci Tigers, Leopords, and Wolves
D. Humans and habitat destruction
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