Skill - Reading Comprehension Name

The Lion that Couldn’t Roar

Story By: Judie Eberhardt

Maya’s class was going to the zoo for their field trip. Maya was excited because it had
been a long time since she was at the zoo and saw all the wonderful animals. Her favorite
animals were the giraffes and the lions.

Miss Rogers, her teacher, took them past the
chimpanzees and also a huge hippo. “Wow,” said Maya to
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her friend Rachel. “Look how big that hippo is!” “Where are
the lions?” Maya asked her teacher. Miss Rogers told her
they were headed to the lion area next. Once they got to the
lion area, all the lions were outside and roaring very loudly,

except for one. He was sitting by himself under a tree. He

didn’t seem to have much energy thought Maya. “l wonder

what’s wrong with him,” Maya said to Rachel. “Maybe he’s

just tired,” Rachel said. It was a warm day, and Maya
thought maybe he was just too hot to roar. It was time to leave the zoo, and all the way home
Maya kept thinking about the lion that would not roar.

When Maya got home, she told her mom all about the trip to the zoo and about the lion
that would not roar. “Can we go back to the zoo Saturday?” Maya asked her mom. “Why?”
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Mom asked. “l want to see if that lion is still under the tree and if he is going to roar.” “Maya,
how are you going to know if it is the same lion?” “He had a big spot near his leg,” said Maya.
“None of the other lions did.” Saturday came and off to the zoo they went. Sure enough, Maya
saw the lion with the big spot on his leg. He was not roaring like the others. Maya and her
mom found out from the zookeeper that the lion, named Toby, was sick and in need of special
medicine. The zoo was having a hard time getting the medicine because it was very expensive.
This gave Maya an idea. She wanted to raise money to help Toby so he would be able to roar
like his friends. Maya held a car wash, a bake sale, and she even walked dogs so she could
raise money. After two weeks, Maya raised $300 to help get the medicine for Toby.

The zoo couldn’t believe how hard Maya had worked to raise the money to help Toby.
She got a story in the newspaper and her picture alongside the lion cage. After only five days,
Toby starting to make some noises. Maya went back to the zoo the following week and

couldn’t believe her ears. Toby was roaring, and he was the loudest lion in the cage!
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Skill - Reading Comprehension Name

The Lion that Couldn’t Road

Story By: Judie Eberhardt
Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

1. What were Maya’s favorite animals at the zoo?
A. Hippos and seals
B. Giraffes and lions
C. Chimpanzees and giraffes
D. Tigers and elephants

2. Why was Maya going to the zoo?
A. It was her birthday.
B. It was for a special reward.
C. It was a field trip
D. It was her first time at the zoo.

3. Who was Miss Rogers?
A. Afriend
B. Maya’s aunt
C. Rachel’s mother
D. Maya’s teacher

4. How did Maya raise money for the lion?
A. She had a bake sale and a car wash.
B. She babysat the neighbor’s boy.
C. She mowed the neighbor’s lawn.
D. None of the above

5. How much money did Maya raise for the lion?
A. Fifty dollars
B. One hundred dollars
C. Three hundred dollars
D. Five hundred dollars
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The Lion that Couldn’t Roar — Answer Key

Story By: Judie Eberhardt

Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.
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What were Maya’s favorite animals at the zoo?
A. Hippos and seals

B. Giraffes and Lions

C. Chimpanzees and giraffes

D. Tigers and elephants

Why was Maya going to the zoo?
A. It was her birthday.

B. It was for a special reward.

C. It was a field trip.

D. It was her first time at the zoo.

Who was Miss Rogers?
A. Afriend

B. Maya’s aunt

C. Rachel’s mother

D. Maya’s teacher

How did Maya raise money for the lion?
A. She had a bake sale and a car wash.
B. She babysat the neighbor’s boy.

C. She mowed the neighbor’s lawn.

D. None of the above.

How much money did Maya raise for the lion?
A. Fifty dollars

B. One hundred dollars

C. Three hundred dollars

D. Five hundred dollars
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